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Ridge is—Ridge is here today, and helll
be given instructions to accommodate the
Prime Minister’s wishes that we begin a
reform of the process. And it will start with
preclearance process.

And T want to thank the Prime Minister
for being such a strong advocate and—pret-
ty clear where he stands. And hopefully,
this will be a step in the right direction
for the people of a country whose friend-
ship we value.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Muqtada Al Sadr,
Iraqi Shiite cleric whose militia engaged in
an uprising in Iraq which began in early
April; Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the
Iraqi Interim Government; U.S. Ambassador
to Iraq John D. Negroponte; and former
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Statement on Signing the Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Act

of 2004
August 9, 2004

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2443,
the “Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation Act of 2004.” The Act authorizes ap-
propriations for the United States Coast
Guard, facilitates navigation and shipping,
and strengthens the security of maritime
transportation.

To the extent that provisions of the Act,
including sections 217, 708(c)(2), and
803(c)(11), call for submission of legislative
recommendations to the Congress, the ex-
ecutive branch shall construe such provi-
sions in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to supervise
the unitary executive branch and to rec-
ommend for the consideration of the Con-
gress such measures as the President shall
judge necessary and expedient. Accordingly,
the affected departments and agencies shall

ensure that any reports or recommenda-
tions submitted to the Congress are sub-
jected to appropriate executive branch re-
view and approval before submission.

To ensure consistency with the Appoint-
ments Clause of the Constitution, the exec-
utive branch shall construe the phrase “if
acceptable to the President and the Senate”
as used in section 220 of the Act to require
nomination by the President and the advise
and consent of the Senate for the appoint-
ments addressed by that section.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
August 9, 2004.

NotEe: H.R. 2443, approved August 9, was
assigned Public Law No. 108-293.

Remarks Announcing the Nomination of Porter J. Goss To Be Director of

the Central Intelligence Agency
August 10, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming.
I'm pleased to announce my decision to
nominate Congressman Porter Goss as the
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next Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency. Porter Goss is a leader with strong
experience in intelligence and in the fight
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against terrorism. He knows the CIA inside
and out. He’s the right man to lead this
important agency at this critical moment
in our Nation’s history.

The work of the CIA is vital to our secu-
rity. America faces determined enemies
who plan in many nations, send trained kill-
ers to live among us, and attack without
warning. This threat is unprecedented, and
to stop them from killing our citizens, we
must have the best intelligence possible.
The men and women of the CIA must pen-
etrate closed societies and secretive organi-
zations. They must overcome challenges of
language and culture and learn things that
our adversaries don’t want us to know. Be-
cause their work is secret, the men and
women of the CIA receive little recogni-
tion, but theyre protecting our country
every day.

Since September the 11th, our intel-
ligence professionals have worked with
great determination to stop another attack
on America, and our country is grateful.

Director George Tenet and acting Direc-
tor John McLaughlin have served our Na-
tion with distinction and honor. And now,
with the agreement of the U.S. Senate, the
CIA will have another strong leader in Por-
ter Goss.

I've given Porter an essential mission to
lead the Agency for the challenges and
threats of a dangerous new century. He
is well prepared for this mission. Porter
Goss brings a broad experience to this crit-
ical job. He’s a former Army intelligence
officer with a decade of experience in the
CIA’s clandestine service. He knows the
agency, and he knows what is needed to
strengthen it. He understands the impor-
tance of human intelligence. He was a CIA
field officer on two continents. He’ll make
sure that the men and women of the CIA
have the capabilities and skills they need
to penetrate the hard targets and denied
areas and to get to know the enemy first-
hand. He also knows the importance of in-
vesting in technologies that allow us to look

and listen better. And he will work to en-
sure the agency remains on the cutting
edge of technological change.

As Chairman of the House Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence since 1997, and as
a Member on the Commission on the Roles
and Capabilities of the United States Intel-
ligence Community, he has been a leading
voice on intelligence and national security
and terrorism. He’s been a force for posi-
tive change. His experience on Capitol Hill
will serve him well at the CIA, because
he’s respected on both sides of the aisle
and because he understands the important
role Congress must play in the effort to
improve our Nation’s intelligence capabili-
ties.

Over 15 years of service, Porter Goss
has built a reputation as a reformer. He’ll
be a reformer at the Central Intelligence
Agency. I look forward to his counsel and
his judgments as to how best to implement
broader intel reform, including the rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission.

I appreciate your many years, Porter, of
service to our country. I appreciate your
willingness to serve. I'm grateful that you've
agreed to step forward and serve once
again. Welcome.

[At this point, Director-designate Goss
made brief remarks. ]

The President. Good job. Thank you, sir.
Director-designate Goss. Thank you, sir.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:31 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to the Commission on
Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States (9/
11 Commission). The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of Director-designate
Goss. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.
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Remarks in Pensacola, Florida
August 10, 2004

The President. Thank you all very much.
Thanks for coming. Thank you all. Thanks
for coming. What a great welcome. I'm so
honored. You know, you're in good country
when you've got a guy holding a sign up
that says “Bubbas for Bush.” No, the heart
and soul of America is right here in Pensa-
cola, Florida.

It’s an honor to land Air Force One at
the Pensacola Naval Air Station, right here
in the cradle of naval aviation. And it’s an
honor to stand with one of the really fine
naval aviators in our Nation’s history, Sen-
ator John McCain. Forty-six years ago this
month, Ensign John McCain reported for
duty in Pensacola. He trained to fly here;
he launched a life of true service to Amer-
ica that continues to this day. As a naval
officer, as a Congressman, as a United
States Senator from Arizona, John McCain
has embodied honor and integrity, courage
and strength. And I'm honored to have him
by my side.

We're kicking off a bus trip. We're start-
ing here, and we're heading east across the
panhandle of this important State. I'm ask-
ing for the vote. Everywhere we’re going
the crowds are big, the enthusiasm is high,
and with your help, Dick Cheney and I
will be honored to serve this country for
4 more years.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. 1 wish Laura was here
today. She is a wonderful wife, a great
mom, and she’s doing a fabulous job as
this country’s First Lady. I'll give you some
reasons why I think you ought to put me
back into office, but perhaps the most im-
portant reason of all is so that Laura is
the First Lady for 4 more years.

I'm running with a good man in Dick
Cheney. Listen, I recognize he’s not the
prettiest face on the ticket. [Laughter] 1
didn’t pick him for his looks. I picked him

1566

because of his experience and his sound
judgment and his ability to do the job.

I've been looking around for the Gov-
ernor. [Laughter] 1 had a few words for
the Governor. Actually, I saw him over the
weekend. His son George P. got married.
Yes, it was a great wedding. He’s working.
He’s doing what you want him to do. He’s
working on behalf of all the people of Flor-
ida. T'm proud of the job Jeb is doing as
the Governor of this vital State.

I'm honored that your very fine Con-
gressman, Jefl Miller, is traveling with us
today. He’s doing a heck of a job for the
people of the Panhandle.

I want to thank all the local and State
officials who are here. Thanks for serving
your State and our country. I appreciate
Joe Scarborough. I'm glad to know he’s still
standing and making a living. T kissed his
little girl on the way down the stairs. Fortu-
nately, she’s got her mom’s looks. [Laugh-
ter] 1 appreciate Ricky Skaggs. I'm honored
Ricky took time to come over and sing
for you all.

I'm honored to be with the men and
women who wear our uniform, proud to
be here. I want to thank all the veterans
who are here today. I want to thank you
for setting such a good example.

I want to thank all the grassroots activ-
ists. Those are the people who are going
to put up the signs and make the phone
calls and register the voters. I'm here to
ask for your help. Not only I want your
vote, I'd like for your help. T'd like you
to go to your neighbors—listen, find those
discerning Democrats and wise independ-
ents as well as our fellow Republicans, and
urge them to do their duty on Election
Day. See, we have a duty in this country
to participate when it comes to voting time.
And when you get them headed towards
the polls, give them a nudge our way.
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